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Numes. XX, 


The LA YMON K. 





Vidi jam juvenem premeret cum ferior etas 
Merentem ftultos preteriiffe dies. 


—"Tibull. 





From Mownpay, December 28. to Wrpnespay, December 30. 1713. 





S the modern Difciples of Epicurus have en- 
deavour’d with great Zeal to wipe of the 
ignominious Blot of Impiety from his Cha- 

racter, fo they have been no lefs induftrious to 

clear it of another Blemifh equally fhameful, which 
is his Affertion, That the Felicity of Man confifts 
in the Enjoyment of fenfual Pleafure. But their 
ingenious and learned Labours on this Subje& are 
frutlefs and infiynificant, if they will permit their 

Philofopher to {peak for himfelf, and not impofe 

upon him their own arbitrary Sentiments. 

We want no Authority to condemn Epicurus but 
his own. Tully tranflates a Paflaee if his 
Writings, where in exprefs Terms he acknow- 
ledges no Happinefs but what arifcs from the 
Gratification of the Senfes. He appeals to 
his own Words, and then asks, Do I feign? Do I 
mifrepre{: nt ? | defire to be confutrd. Platarch cites 
this Expreffion of Metrodorws, an intimate Friend 
and Collegue of Epicurus, How um I [atisfyd? How 
do I applaud my felf, that Ihav: learn’d fiom Epicurus 
to gratify my Belly in the moft exquifite Manner? Nor 
does Seneca with lefs Affurance charge upon this 
Philofopher the fame Opinion. Now who can 
think that three Perfons of fuch eminent Learn- 
ing, Probity and Authority would feign fo great a 
Calumny, and at the fame time with fo much 
Confidence appeal to, and name his own Expref- 
fions 2 

By the DoGtrine of the Epicure, Vertuc it felf is 
not amiable, or to be purfu’d, under any Notion 
but as it ferves the Senfes, and promotes that [n- 
dolence of Body, and ‘Tranquility of Miad, in 
which his Hapninels confits, Sut how can that 
be the Supreme Good of Man, which Stocks and 
Stones, and thofe that fleep in the Grave, have 
in commen with the vreatett Philofopher ? "This 
is no more than a Negative Felicity 5 for where 
there is no AStion, there is no Percevtion; and 
where there is no Perteption, there 


Pleafure. But fuppofe the Soul to be in an a€tive 
State, fince in their Opinion it is compounded of 
Matter, tis plain it can enjoy no Satisfactions di- 
{tinguifh’d from thofe of the Body, and can only 
folace it felf with reflcéting on former, or antici- 
pating the Tafte of future Corporeal Delights. 
Whoever difclaims the Belief of a Supreme 
Being, and a future State of Immortality, and 
therefore can have no Notion of moral Obligations, 
being free from all Fears of Punifhment, he is na- 
turally led by his Opinions to purfue all the Enter- 
tainments that can footh his Appetites, and gra- 
tify his Inclinations. And he may well be allow’d 
to make {ure of all the Enjoyments he can compafs 
here, fince he has no Expeétation of any hereatter. 
"Tis no wonder then that the Atheift is immers’d 
in Luxury, entirely engrofs’d by the Pleafures of 
Tafte, and that having renounc’d the Notion of 
any other Deity, he makes his Belly his God 5 and 
granting his Pofitions to be true, he argues right, 
is confiltent with himf{e'f, and acts in Conformity 
to his Principles. 
If any Men of impious Opinions are exempted 
from this Obfervation, they are very few, who 
perhaps trom their native Complexion, which 19 
untafteful of thefe Enioyments, or whofe unequal 
and broken Health wil not bear them, may ab- 
ftain from the Intempcerance of which the ret are 
oarty. However, thefe are free from all moral 
Reftraints, and are at full Liberty to run into the 
fame Excefs of Riot, fince their irreligious Maxims 
are fo indulgent to their Viecs, and give them a 
Power of fuch unlimited Extent over their AStions, 
that they have no Reaton to forbear any, upon the 
Account of their intrinfick Turpitude, or the Ap- 
prehenfion of future Sutterings, Whatever there- 
fore appears vertuous or praife worthy in the 
Lives of Men; thet profels irrelidious Notions; 
fince it does not ipring trom a good Principle, 
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a good End, it muft arife from the Caufe before 
mept.on’d, or from the Dictates of the Light of 
Nature not perfectly extinguifh’d, and the iecret 
Power of Conicience yet uniubdu'd. 

But the Cafe of the Libertine is very different 5 
he acknowledvesa Supreme Being, and looks upon 
himfelf as an accountable Creature, yet mingles 
with the Epicur-an Herd, plunges himfelf in 1m- 
purs Enjeyments, and wallows in the dregs of 
Vice and Immorality 5 he is divided againtt himfelt 
lives in down-right Contradiction to is Behiet, 
end acts like the Atheift, without his #rinci- 
ples. He is fo abfolutely enfliv’d by Pieafure, 
that his Underftanding is no longer a Governing 
Princ’ple, being wholly engag’d in the Service of 
the Interior Appetites. Eis Soul, like that of the 
Epicurean, has no Nobler Rmployment than to o- 
blige the Senfes, and to do the Office of a Pur- 
vey@r, in preparing delicious Entertainments, or 
of a Cook that invents and works up exquifite 
Sauces, which impart a higher Seafoning, and im- 
prove the Relifh. ie ; 

if it be a natural and unavoidable Suffering 1n 
the next Life to thole, who depart out of this 
unconfcious of Innocence and Vertue, that they 
carry with them their unfubdu’d Appetites and 
vicious Habits, which now they have no Provifi- 
on of proper Objects to gratify, then fome De- 
eree of this Punifhment is undergone here by the 
batter’d and exhaulted Libertine, and the Grey- 
hatrd Voluptuous Atheift, who retain their Cri- 
minal Defires, but have out-liv’d the Power of re- 
peating their Crimes. Suppofing thefe obdurate 
Creatures fhould be entirely free from all uneafy 
RefleStions and fecret Remorfe, which perhaps 
they cannot always efcape, yet one can hardly 
imagine a State of Vexation and Calamity more 
unfufferable, than to be conttantly importun’d 
with vehement Propenfions to forbidden Pleafures, 
which there 1s no Capacity left to fatisfy. ‘This 1s 
the unhappy, but ines ttuble Fate of thofe Vete- 
ran Invalids in Vice, who can no longer enjoy 
their former Delights, yet are unable to efface the 
Ideas from their Imagination, or extinguifh their 
Vhrift after them, and at the lame time have no 
other Satisfactions to fupply their Place. This is 
like the Af_uation and Torment of a Perfon that is 
prefs'd by eager Hunger, and has great Stores of 
eclicious Meats, but by the Relaxation of his 
Vhroat is difabled from fwallowing. 

Thefe Confiderations have led me to reflect on 
the deplorable Condition of Harry VENTER, who 
has fpent his Youth and riper Years ina continu’d 
Series of fenfual Enjoyments, and never exprets’d 
any Diffatisfiction or Remorfe, but when he was 
difappointed of fome expected Scene of Luxury. 

We were formerly, in the unfettled part of my 
Life, wellacquainted, and meeting himdaft Week 
m the Par’, whomI had not feen in many Years, 
we faluted each other with the ufual Complements 
on {uch Occafions. Twas extreamly furpriz’d to 
oblerve the Marks of Old Ase and Decay {o plain 








upon him, He was indeed Sixty, but beine worn 
and enervated with Intemperance, he w a8 much 
older than his Age. He look’d lke a moving 
Skeleten, while his Legs being diminifh’d more 
than halt their Size, were encas’d in Three Paiy 
of mill’d Stockins, and yet they made but a flen- 
der Figure: In fhort, Lite in Harry VENTER is 
drawn down to the Lees, and cbbs off in the 
Dregs and Sediment of a rutn’d Conftitution. We 
walk'd together up the Mall, and after fome Dif 
courle on our pait Frolicks and Adventures, he 
{aid to me with a troubled Air------ ‘ Cop Raven- 
‘ scrort, What acurfed Thing is Old Age? You 
‘ now fee but the Shadow of the Man I was when 
‘you knew me firft; inftead of that florid, 
‘lively Health I thenenjoy’d, you behold a de- 
cay'd and broken Fabrick 5 the Springs and 
Movements of this fhatter’d Frame are partly 
by Years, partly by Parfuits of Pleafure, fo de- 
{troy’d or weaken’d, that I can fearce drag thefe 
Legsafterme. Labour under a Thouland In- 
firmities: My Cough teazes and keeps me awake 
all Night 5 and Pains, Aches, or Sicknefs, are 
my Companions all Day. In this Milery I 
* have pats’d thefe laft Five Years; yet I have 
‘ greater Sufferings that afflict my Mind: I[ 
‘am neglected by Men of Wit and Pleafure, 
and grown odious to the Fair Sex, by whom 
Iwas once fo much efteem’d. But the greateft 
‘of all my Plagues is an unextinguifh’d 'Thirft 
‘after thofe Satisfa&tions, which IT can no 
‘ longer enjoy. ‘The impotent Ghoft of departed 
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Pleaiure wanders in my Imagination, engages 
‘my Fancy, and perpetually haunts my Soul. I 
am fo torn and diftracted with craving Appetites 
and Inclinations, which, however, cannot be 
obey’d, that I continually repent, not like Su- 
‘ perftitious Fools, who bewatl whit they call 
‘ rheir Sins, but that I amunable to fin any longer. 
‘Thave been fometimes driven by Defpair of re- 
covering my former Enjoyments to that Extre- 
‘mity, that Lhave been ready by Violence to put 
‘an Endtoa Life, that denies me the ufual Grati- 
‘ fications of my Senfes, but when I think Lam 
« ready to take the Leap in the Dark, I ftart, I 
‘ recoil upon my felf, and am feiz’d with a fudden 
‘unaccountable Diftdence, whether my Being 
‘fhall fuffer an entire Diffolution by Death, or 
© whether that Part of it, call’d the Mind, will 
‘ not remain unbroken and immortal.’----Here he 
ftop’d----And taking Advantage of his lait Ex- 
preifions, I endeavour’d to draw from thence fuch 
Conclufions, as might convince him of a future 
State, and difpofe him to make Provition for it. 
But growing impatient of fuch Suggeitions, he 
interrupted my Difcourfe, and ask’d me, If t 
thought he was at thofe Years capable of changing 
his Principles, in which he had fo long, and with 
fuch good Reafons been confirm’d---Upon this we 
parted, and I left him to go off the St2ge, atic ait 
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Impiety. 
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